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25 May 1964 


MEMOR ANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


. * a* the Whits House on Sunday night, 

SUBJECT: t n attendance: The Pre.ld.nt, tt*. 

Taylor. Bundy. George Mahon (there ao a gu 
President) nnd McCone 


l The nurpoae of the meeting «ae to review the eltuatl» to 
Southeast Asia and for whlehle b.*lng prepared 

SfflSSS ^to^rrctlons to he tahen. 

2 . Secretary ^^^^j^j^^^^tetnanTshoul^^h^respimeo^^' 

disagreed, stating that there w^d Utttop^^ popular 

because of any Issue In Laos, as Laos la ™* » ^ 

or important Issue with the people of the United Sta . 

, - nk £elt ^ it would he difficult to Justify any actions In 

North VletT^too evtd.nc. of 

“TTadeSe'l 

position. 

4 . The President, throughout the evening. l “ P £ le “' > 

** ° j“1 h"“ aTd B ^t d ta^to^to^ etlsU^£«top.dthrenghoto 

r °ann« *sctal^th* had not boon evident several day. or several 
weeks earlier . 

„ «^asssn=a sssaassr 
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advocated a strike deep into North Vietnam. I pointed out that if this 
wore one it might unleash forces which could readily overcome the 

r "n, orccs 111 both Laoa South Vietnam, with the result that we 
would lose our base” in Southeast Asia. This view was supported by 
Bunay anc recognised by the President. 

6. Buncy pointed out that the most important pancr before the 
resident was the estimate prepared by the Board of National Estimates 

v/ rich m ex.ect said a limited strike against North Vietnam might cause 
a hesitation on the part of the North Vietnamese in their direction to the 
auct J-ao and the Viet Cong, causing them to stand down their operations 
temporarily while events developed. On the other hand, the estimate 
point et. out that a large-scale attack might have just the opposite effect 

ll 2 * ‘ ^^^cation of action by the PL and VC and also intervention by 
tho Norm Vietnamese and very possibly tho Chinese Communists. 

7. McNamara insisted, throughout the evening, that any action 
agamet North Vietnam must anticipate the commitment of at least seven 
invasions in Southeast Asia. That while he did not intend to commit them 
no *ell that they should bs pre-positioned and alerted. In fact, he said, 
they were already alerted. I took issue with this point, stating that in 
my opim.-n, (which was strictly non-professional and not supported by any 
studies) air attacks would be more decisive than this indicated 
possibly conclusive. I furthermore said that if any action involved the 
commitment of troops to combat in South Vietnam, we had better forget 
u because the American people and the Congress would not support such 
action under any condition. I said that, in my opinion, the American 

public are fed up with adventures ouch as the Korean War and would not 
stand for another one. 


S. Throughout the evening the President inquired as tc whether 
ail possible was being done in South Vietnam. The answer was affirmative 
and I did not take issue with this. There were some questions concer ning 
the JCS plan of additional training and also some questions about closer 
integration of the SVN government and MACV. However, the meeting did 
nut deal with these issues to any particular extent. 

9. The President then summarised the course of action he desired 
to follow about an follows: 

a. We should do all possible in South Vietnam. We should 
review all that is being done in South Vietnam and see that any 



Conv LBJ Librarv 



^osxutc action on our part which might improve the situation 
is undertaken. A conference should be arranged In Honolulu 
or elsewhere with Lodge to be sure that he ie "on board" on 
everything v/e wish to do and that no stone is left unturned 
in supporting Kharih, training men, developing plans, etc. , which 
will assist with the effort in South Vietnam. In this connection 
we should point out that we are handicapped by a cut in foreign 
aid and foreign military assistance funds by the Congress. 

b. V7 e should go to Khrushchev and appeal to him 

to use his offices to relieve the situation threatening the peace. 

Tho United States should be in the position of promoting peace. 

Cn the other hand, we would not stand to see a country over-run 
and imposed upon by its neighbors* 

c. We should go to the United Nations and make all 
posoible noise advocating peace# telling the world through the 
United Nations forum of the aggression from North Vietnam* 

Tliis should be done through the Security Council (not the 
General Assembly)* If a veto is encountered, then wo should; 

d* Go to SEATO, solicit their aid, their assistance 
and their support, 

e. If ail of the above failed, then we ehould prepare 
for action against North Vietnam on carefully selected targets 
'this term was not defined and the discus cion did not turn to 
oxactly what was meant by the term# carefully selected targets)* 

If this involved a positioning of troops and other actions# then 
we should be prepared to take such actions* 

10. These v/e re the guidelines laid down for me for my discussion 
with Eisenhower, with special emphasis on the cut in foreign aid* 

11. It was agreed that low-level flights over Laos would 

bo authorised to the extent required and requested by MACV and to the 
extent of 9 flights per day with a 36-hour lead time on actual authorisation 
from V, ashing ton. 


JAM: mem (Tape) 
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